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FORMATION OF GENERALIZATION WORDS ("MOHMIL") IN 
URDU 

 
HUDA SARFRAZ 

 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
“Mohmil” words are meaningless words in 
the Urdu Language used mostly for 
generalization purposes.  The formation of 
these words was investigated by studying 
documented generalization words and by 
conducting a survey, in which the subjects 
were to form generalizations for a list of 
words.   
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The rules of Urdu Grammar divide Urdu 
words into two categories, meaningless 
("mohmil") and meaningful ("mauzoh") 
(Rafiq).   
The word "mohmil" means meaningless or 
useless (Feroz al Lughat) and "mohmil" 
words are defined as those "meaningless 
words that are spoken along with meaningful 
words without any reason" (Siddiqi).   
The meaningful word usually precedes the 
meaningless word, but there are some 
cases in which the opposite is true, e.g. 
[la bla] (evil or bad thing) (Feroz al 
Lughat), where [bla] can independently 
mean something bad but [la] alone is 
meaningless. 
These words are mostly used for 
generalization purposes, e.g. [la bla], and 
sometimes to denote the excessive 
presence of a property, e.g. 
[ol mol] (round) or enthusiasm, e.g. 
[ik ak] (well or good) (Feroz al Lughat).   
Since “mohmil” words are most commonly 
used for generalization purposes they will be 
referred to as generalization words. 
Some generalization words are those that 
are fixed and can be found in dictionaries 
along with an actual meaningful word e.g. 
[ol mol] (Feroz al Lughat), where [ol] is an 
actual word meaning round, but [mol] is not 
and only makes sense if used with [ol]. 
The two words are used together to show 
excessive roundness (Feroz al Lughat). 

Some generalization words are apparently 
formed randomly during speech e.g. the  
word [kana] may be generalized as 
[kana ana] or as [kana vana].  These are 
not found in dictionaries but may be found 
as examples of "mohmil" words in books.   
This paper investigates the formation of 
such words.        
 
2. LITERATURE REVIEW AND 
PROBLEM STATEMENT 
Hardly any formal analysis of generalization 
(mohmil) words exists.  They are most 
extensively covered in school textbooks 
where they are defined and explained with 
examples.  In Urdu Grammar books 
“mohmil” words are simply defined to be 
meaningless words and the explanation 
given for not discussing them any further is 
that a compilation of rules should only 
include meaningful words (Rafiq), i.e. there 
are no rules defining the formation of 
meaningless words.    
The problem is to find out how 
generalization words are formed and if they 
follow a pattern of formation.  For this study, 
generalization words have been categorized 
into two parts. 
The first category includes those 
generalization words quoted in books as 
examples of “mohmil” words or in 
dictionaries and those that have been 
observed repeatedly in native Urdu 
speakers.  These may include 
generalizations made by replacing the initial 
phoneme by a [v] or a [] or inserting a 
[v] or a [] in the beginning, if they are found 
quoted in books or dictionaries.  
Generalization words frequently heard in 
Urdu speech will also be included.  This 
category will be referred to as documented 
generalization words.  
The second category includes those that 
may be generalized using a [v] or a [] or 
possibly any other way, which is not 
documented.  This category will be referred 
to as undocumented generalization words. 
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Since two types of generalization words are 
being considered, the problem statement 
has two parts. 
First, what types of documented 
generalization words exist? 
Second, what types of undocumented 
generalization words exist?   
Are [] and [v] the only phonemes used for 
generalization?   
Is it fixed for each word whether a [] or a 
[v], or any other phoneme will be used to 
generalize it?   
If it is fixed, then is it predictable?   
What is the influence of Punjabi and Urdu 
backgrounds on the formation of 
generalization words in Urdu?   
What types of words are normally 
generalized?  Can words with four or more 
syllables be generalized? 
       
3. METHODOLOGY 
 
To investigate the formation of documented 
generalization words, a list of generalization 
words from different books and dictionaries 
was compiled and categorized.   
For the undocumented words, a survey was 
taken of word generalization using 43 Urdu 
words.  The subjects were 34 native Urdu 
speakers.   
Most of the words used in the survey were 
commonly used words, which are commonly 
generalized.  Some of the words included 
were of more than three syllables and some 
were uncommon and not usually 
generalized, (See Appendix A for a 
complete list of the words used in the 
survey) to see what the reaction of the test 
subjects would be.   
To check the influence of an Urdu 
background 5 specifically Urdu speaking 
subjects were chosen, and for Punjabi 5 
were chosen who normally spoke Punjabi 
but could speak Urdu.   
The subjects were asked to fill in the 
generalization they would normally use, and 
to skip any words that they wouldn't 
normally use or generalize.  Some examples 
were also given along with the list of words.  
The test subjects were also told to give 
alternatives for the examples if they thought 
that they existed. 
After the survey, a word was considered to 
be generalized by a [] or a [v] if 65% or 
more of the subjects considered it to be a 

[] or a [v] word respectively.  A percentage 
of 65 instead of 50 was used because it was 
noticed that while choosing between [] and 
[v] for generalization the subjects would 
sometimes switch between the two often 
before deciding on one; 65% was chosen to 
reduce any error in the results due to 
random decisions. 
The percentage of []s and [v]s used by 
each person was also calculated to check 
whether people had a preference for one or 
the other, in particular for Punjabi speaking 
and Urdu speaking people. 
Also, a list of generalizations other than the 
expected [v]/[] generalizations obtained 
from the survey was compiled to see if the 
subjects used any other types of 
generalizations.  
 
4. RESULTS 
The following categories of generalization 
word formation were found (see Appendix B 
for complete list of words and 
generalizations compiled) from documented 
words and the survey: 
1.  Replacement/Insertion of initial phoneme, 
e.g. [lt slt], [dadu vadu], [lta plta] etc.  
If the initial phoneme is a consonant it is 
replaced, e.g. [m sm].  If it is a vowel a 
phoneme is inserted in the beginning, e.g. 
[lek slek].  This included the word 
[ol mtol] (and other similar ones), in which 
the initial phoneme was replaced by a 
complete syllable.  The replacement or 
insertion may be by the following phonemes: 
[v], [s], [k], [p], [d], [m] and [], [m] and [] 
being the most common. This was the most 
common generalization category.  
2.  Replacement of the middle phoneme.  
This category included only single syllable 
words and the middle phoneme that was 
replaced was always a vowel, e.g. 
[tp tap], [dum dam]. 
3.  Replacement of most of the word (mostly 
only single phoneme retained), e.g. 
[r bar]. 
4.  Increase in number of syllables.  In this 
category the generalization word had more 
syllables than the actual word and was 
significantly changed.  In some cases the 
syllabic phoneme(s) was retained and in 
some the consonantal phoneme(s) was 
retained.  There was not enough data to 
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predict what would be retained.  Examples 
include [tori tkari] and [dant dpt].  This 
was the second most common type of 
generalization used.   
5.  No relation to preceding word, e.g. 
[dka pel]. 
The results of the survey are shown in 
Tables 1 and 2.  Table 1 shows the 
percentage of [] and [v] generalizations for 
each word (see word list from Appendix A). 
 
TABLE 1 Percentages of []s and [v]s used for each 
word in survey (all other types of generalizations 
excluded) 

word# [v]% []% 
1 45 55 
2 74 26 
3 77 23 
4 70 30 
5 47 53 
6 68 32 
7 54 46 
8 59 41 
9 55 45 
10 67 53 
11 59 41 
12 79 21 
13 46 54 
14 45 55 
15 76 24 
16 60 40 
17 68 32 
18 73 27 
19 41 59 
20 61 39 
21 32 68 
22 73 27 
23 50 50 
24 40 60 
25 67 33 
26 71 29 
27 66 34 
28 86 14 
29 12 88 
30 62.5 37.5 
31 48 52 
32 71 29 
33 94 6 
34 73 27 
35 23 77 
36 52 48 
37 40 60 
38 54 46 
39 52 48 

40 5 95 
41 20 80 
42 93 7 
43 35 65 

 
From Table 1, the words with 65% or greater 
consensus (and therefore considered as 
fixed generalizations) from the survey as a 
[] or a [v] generalization are: 
 
khana vana 
knti vnti 
krsia vrsia 
phai vhai 
bte vte 
tor vor 
msla vsla 
tot vot 
tia via 
dadu vadu 
pani vani 
roti voti 
hati vati 
mzahra vzahra 
dhtrdi vhtardi 
shafi vhafi 
bari vari 
lmari lmari 
bhavlpr havlpr 
fanstan fanstan 
mhavrat havrat  
fvara vara 
svab vab 
 
Table 2 shows the percentage of [], [v] and 
other types of generalizations for each 
individual subject.   
 
TABLE 2 Percentages of []s and [v]s used by each 
test subject in survey (all other types of 
generalizations excluded) 
(P) – Punjabi Speaking  
(U) – Urdu Speaking 
subject # [v]% []% others% 
1 21 79 0 
2 88 0 12 
3 86 12 2 
4 95 0 5 
5 0 95 5 
6 39 61 0 
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7 18 82 0 
8 7 63 30 
9 40 58 2 
10 42 42 16 
11(U) 97.5 0 2.5 
12(U) 95 5 0 
13(U) 67 26 8 
14(U) 68 23 10 
15(P) 46.5 46.8 4.7 
16(P) 22 71 7 
17(P) 26 74 0 
18(P) 7 73 20 
19 50 33 17 
20 46 50 4 
21 20 20 60 
22 16 41 43 
23 76 24 0 
24 97.5 2.5 0 
25 76 14 10 
26 81 19 0 
27 58 42 0 
28 72 28 0 
29 84 14 2 
30 40 60 0 
31 27.5 67.5 5 
32 56 37 7 
33(P) 49 51 0 
34(U) 69 0 31 
 
Other generalizations used by test subjects 
in the survey are listed below word by word, 
the number of times they occurred is also 
stated in the following format: 
 
Word number generalization (number of 
occurrences) – test subject numbers 
 
1.  lte (2) – 23, 30 
     mpe (1) - 31 
2.  kane (1) - 5   
     mana (1) - 21 
     pina (1) - 34 
3.  pnti (2) – 8, 32   
4.  mrsia (1) - 4 
5.  mte (1) - 21 
6.  lkai (2) – 14, 19 
7.  pai (1) - 10 
     da (1) - 14 
     ktai (1) - 21 
     mai (1) - 22 

     bai (1) – 30 
8.  dpt (11) – 2, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 25,                                
                        30, 31, 34 
     pit (1) – 22 
9.  kta (2) – 21, 22 
     lli (1) – 8 
10.  btte (1) - 22 
       stte (2) – 8, 31 
       bale (1) - 30 
       ktte (2) – 10, 11 
11.  none 
12.  tar (1) - 30 
       mor (3) – 10, 21, 22 
        lor (1) – 8 
13.  muha (3) – 2, 13, 21 
14.  ttae (1) - 16 
15.  msle (1) - 5 
       msla (1) – 18 
16.  none 
17.  mot (6) – 2, 10, 13, 15, 21, 22 
18.  kbut r (1) - 22 
       pia (1) – 8 
19.  t iur (1) - 21 
20.  mrt (1) - 34 
21.  væra (1) - 22 
       ari (1) – 31 
       tlmari (1) – 34 
22.  none 
23.  ktalu (5) – 2, 8, 22, 25, 29 
       malu (2) – 21, 34 
       kalu (1) – 10 
       ulu (1) - 14  
24.  vur (1) - 15 
       lur (1) – 19 
       mur (1) – 21 
25.  tuna (3) – 21, 22, 30 
26.  dani (1) - 15 
       puni (1) – 22 
27.  boti (1) - 21 
       tkr (1) – 22 
28.  sati (2) – 8, 19 
       huti (1) – 18 
       mati (1) – 21 
29.  phavlpr (1) - 3 
       khavlpr (1) – 8 
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       snd (1) – 27 
       ravlpr (1) – 29 
30.  maludi (2) – 8, 22 
       taludi (1) – 4 
       faludi (1) – 10 
       udi (1) – 31 
31.  none 
32.  ahra (1) -15 
       mzuhra (1) – 18 
       zahra (1) – 21 
       vara (1) – 22 
33.  vrdi (2) – 11, 27 
       rdi (1) – 15 
34.  mhafi (2) – 8, 10 
       shufi (1) – 18 
35.  tafnstan (1) - 4 
       taleban (1) – 8 
       vanstan (1) – 15 
       ntan (1) – 17 
       fnstan (1) – 18 
       pfanstan (1) – 34 
36.  tam (1) - 34 
       kad (1) – 36 
37.  rmbil (1) – 34 
38.  pndir (1) – 34 
       mndir (1) – 22 
39.  tmbl (1) – 32 
       kmbl (1) – 22 
40.  phavrat  (1) – 34 
41.  pvara (1) – 34 
       fvura (1) – 18 
42.  bur (1) – 18 
       tar (1) – 34 
43.  tfnstan (1) – 18 
       mvab (1) – 32  
       dvab (1) – 10 
        zab (1) – 8 
 
5. DISCUSSION 
From the survey it was observed that other 
than [v] and [], the phoneme commonly 
used (but not that commonly observed) for 
generalization by inserting or replacing in 
the beginning of a word is [m], the most 

notable example being [tuha muha].  
Another common way of generalization was 
to change a vowel, e.g. [hati huti], 
[pani puni], [tor tar].  These words can fit 
into the categories defined for documented 
words, so basically the ways of formation of 
documented and undocumented 
generalization words are the same.    
From the fixed (23 out of the 43 words) 
[v]/[] generalizations obtained from the 
survey, the [] replacement/insertion only 
occurred when there already was a [v] in the 
word except in [lmari lmari].  There 
wasn't enough data to conclude whether this 
was a special case or there were other 
words that used [] as well.  Also wherever 
such examples were quoted in books, a [v] 
was always used.  There were no examples 
with [].  Therefore though it can be seen 
that the use of [v] is more common overall, it 
is inconclusive whether [v] and [] placement 
is predictable.   
One possibility is that generally when a word 
starts with a vowel it is generalized by a [], 
but most of the words in the survey started 
with a consonant, so this is inconclusive.  
The words starting with vowels were [lmari] 
(68% , [alu] (50% ), [ur] (60% ), 
[aludi] (37.5% ), and [fanst an]  . 
If the choice of a [v] or a [] is predictable, it 
will probably be dependent on more than 
just the initial syllable of the word, as can be 
seen from the two words [aludi] and 
[lmari].     
17 out the 43 words had a division between 
40 and 60% for the 
[v]/[] replacement/insertion, the word 
[alu] having an exact 50% for each.  This 
indicates that the selection of a [v] or a 
[] may be random, at least for some words.  
Out of the 34 subjects 8 used [v] for 
insertion/replacement on more than 80% of 
the words, 2 of these subjects were Urdu 
speaking.  2 subjects used [] on more than 
80% of the words, neither of these subjects 
were of any particular background. 
4 of the 34 subjects chose only one of [] or 
[v] for all their generalizations, but they also 
used other types of generalizations for some 
words. 
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Therefore it was concluded that there wasn't 
a general tendency for individuals to use 
either a [v] or a [].   
21 subjects used other types of 
generalizations for some of the words. 
Overall the five Urdu speaking test subjects 
tended to use [v] more, and also used [p], 
[t] and [t].  The Punjabi speakers tended to 
use [] more, and also changed vowels more 
often, as in [hati huti]. 
The survey showed that the most commonly 
generalized words are everyday words with 
one or two syllables.  The three syllable 
words in the survey were mostly not 
generalized by the test subjects, and in 
some cases the syllables of the words were 
reduced in order to generalize them, e.g. 
[aludi udi]. 
There is the possibility that with a larger 
number of test subjects, the results quoted 
above about words generalized by [v] and 
[] may change.  Initially the survey was 
conducted using only 20 test subjects, but 
the results varied too erratically for almost all 
the words, so the number of test subjects 
was increased to get a more dependable 
result.  A second list of words may also be 
compiled based on these results to reach a 
better conclusion. 
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7. APPENDIX A 
 
List of words used in survey for 
undocumented generalization words: 
1.  kpe  clothes  
2.  kana  food 
3.  kenti  scissors 
4.  kursia    chairs   
5.  dute  shoes 
6.  phai  studies 
7.  lai   fight 
8.  dant   scold 
9.  blli   cat 
10.  btte  children 
11.  seb   apple 
12.  tor   thief 
13.  tuha  mouse 
14.  ptae  fire crackers 
15.  msla    problem 
16.  tpkli  lizard 
17.  tot   injury 
18.  tia  birds  
19.  tar   ready 
20.  drt  tree 
21.  lmari                         cupboard  
22.  ttri  umbrella 
23.  alu   potato 
24.  ur  grapes 
25.  dadu  magic 
26.  pani  water 
27.  roti  bread 
28.  hati  elephant 
29.  bhavlpr bahawalpur 
30.  aludi  pollution 
31.  dari  beggary 
32.  mzahra  demonstration 
33.  dhtrdi terrorism 
34.  shafi  journalist 
35.  fanstan afghanistan 
36.  kam  work 
37.  zmbil       small ba  
38.  zndir    chain 
39.  kmbl    blanket 
40.  mhavrat   
41.  fvara  fountain 
42.  bar   rain 
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43.  svab  
8. APPENDIX B 
Generalization words listed by type (words 
from the survey were included if they were 
used by more than 3 people or if they were 
also commonly observed):  
 
1.  Initial phoneme replacement/insertion: 
bart vbart (Rafiq)  
klam vlam (Rafiq) 
lt slt (Rafiq)   
mel ktel (Rafiq)  
lta plta (Rafiq) 
pani vani (Rafiq)   
pk dk (Rafiq) 
dadu vadu (Rafiq)  
nhr vhr (Rafiq) 
hati vati (Rafiq) 
bta kta (Siddiqi) 
lek slek (Siddiqi) 
m sm  (Siddiqi, Siddiqi) 
ol mol  (Feroz al Lughat) 
la bla  (Feroz al Lughat) 
nmaz maz  (observed)  
kana vana  (observed)  
nd mnd  (observed)  
mti ti  (observed) 
pse vse  (observed) 
rona dona  (observed) 
roz broz  (observed) 
dn bdn  (observed) 
tr mr  (observed) 
alu ktalu  (survey) 
alu ktalu  (survey) 
tot mot  (survey) 
pani dani  (survey) 
tha mha  (survey) 
khana vana  (survey) 
knti vnti  (survey) 
krsia vrsia  (survey) 
phai vhai  (survey) 
bte vte  (survey) 
tot vot  (survey) 
tia via  (survey) 
dadu vadu  (survey) 

pani vani  (survey) 
roti voti  (survey) 
hati vati  (survey) 
mzahra vzahra  (survey) 
dhtrdi vhtardi (survey) 
shafi vhafi  (survey) 
bari vari  (survey) 
lmari lmari (survey) 
mhavrat havrat (survey)   
fvara vara (survey) 
svab vab (survey) 
   
2.  Middle phoneme replacement: 
ik ak (Rafiq) 
bi ba (Rafiq) 
tp tap (Rafiq) 
dum dam (Rafiq) 
 
3.  Replacement of major part of word:   
bat tit (Rafiq) 
sda slf (Rafiq) 
st mt (Rafiq) 
but pret (Siddiqi) 
ka dka (Siddiqi) 
r bar (observed) 
as pus (observed) 
kpe lte (survey) 
 
4.  Increase in syllables: 
tori tkari (Rafiq)  
dol dmka (Rafiq) 
ol mtol (Rafiq) 
lmba ta (Rafiq) 
dana dnka (Siddiqi)  
kala klota (Siddiqi) 
tal mtol (Siddiqi) 
dn bdn (observed) 
roz broz (observed) 
dant dpt (survey)  
alu ktalu (survey) 
 
5.  No Relation: 
dka pel (Rafiq, Hissa Dom)  
kona kdra (Rafiq, Hissa Dom)  
dadu tuna (survey) 
roti tukr (survey) 


